
Learning Journey:       Year 7 Geography

Year
7

Department 
Intent

Ensure an enriching humanities curriculum, developing disciplinary and substantive knowledge with 
opportunities to cultivate cultural capital, nurturing the inquisitive and critical nature, sense of wonder 
and moral messages of both subjects as studies of humanity in their geographical and historical contexts.

Fantastic
Places

Hot 
Deserts

Brazil 
(NEE)

The 
Almighty 

Dollar

Year 
8 Ready

1. What is geography? 

2. Where our continents 
and what are is the British 
Isles? (Lines of latitude and 
longitude). 

3. Where is High 
Wycombe/Aylesbury?

4. How can we use 
GIS to map the 
geography of 
London? 

5. What physical 
features is Asia known 
for? (height, contour 
lines, Trig points) 

6. How does the 
population of Beijing 
shape its urban form? 
(population pyramids)

7. Why is Ayer’s Rock (Uluru) 
important in the desert 
landscape? (climate and 
desert landforms- inselbergs). 

8. Why do people 
visit Nevada? (Las 
Vegas, Grand 
Canyon, Desert).

9. How have people shaped Dubai? (away 
from oil, wealth, Burj Khalifa). 

1. Where are our 
global biomes 
distributed? 

2. What is a 
desert? 

3. Why are 
deserts hot 
and dry? 4. How do animals 

survive in the hot 
desert?

5. How have plants 
adapted in the hot 
desert?

6. Can people 
survive in the 
Sahara desert?

7. How was the 
Monument Valley 
formed?

8. How is fast 
fashion destroying in 
the Atacama desert? 

1. Where is Brazil and 
what is its cultural 
importance? 

2. How has migration 
shaped Brazil?

3. How does the 
population of Brazil 
vary across cities?

4. What is a tropical 
rainforest and what 
opportunities does this 
bring in Brazil?

5. How can we use GIS to 
discover deforestation in 
the Amazon Rainforest?

6. How we can manage 
and reduce 
deforestation in the 
rainforest?

7. What is life like 
in Rio de Janeiro’s 
favelas?

8. What were the 
impacts of the 
2016 Olympics on 
Rio?

9. Can Rio be 
sustainable? 

Energy and 
Resource 
Management 
(Russia and 
Saudi Arabia).

1. What is a 
resource and 
how do we get 
our energy? 

2. How are 
fossil fuels 
formed and 
how do we 
extract this 
gas? 

3. What is the 
distribution of 
resource supply 
and demand 
across Russia? 

4. What is the distribution 
of resource supply and 
demand across Saudi 
Arabia? 

5. How do TNCs 
profit from oil 
production in Russia 
and Saudi Arabia? 

6. How does 
war and 
conflict impact 
global energy 
supplies? 

7. How can we 
use renewable 
energy to 
increase energy 
security? 

8.Is Northern Europe leading 
the way with renewable 
energy?

Climate 
Change

1. How has our 
climate changes 
from the Ice Age 
to the Present?

2. What is the evidence 
of climate change? 3. What are the 

natural causes of 
climate change?

4. What are the human causes 
of climate change and how do 
they prevent systems from 
functioning effectively? 

5. How does climate 
change impact our 
world’s biomes?

6. Why are islands 
disappearing? 
(Solomon Islands and 
the Maldives).

7. What is a climate refugee 
and how is this impacting 
the people of Tuvalu? 

8. What can individuals and 
governments do to 
mitigate climate change? 

1. How does the economy 
shape a country’s 
development? 

2. Is wealth shared equally 
across the globe? 

3. How are 
countries linked 
through 
globalisation? 

4. How is the UN 
supporting development 
through its sustainable 
development goals? 

5.How has Dubai 
diversified its 
economic sectors?

6.Why is the US 
dollar a global 
currency for trade? 
(Conversion rates). 

7.How do TNCs 
impact the global 
market trade? 

8.How has Apple demonstrated 
the power of the dollar? 



Learning Journey:       Year 8 Geography

Year
8

Department 
Intent Ensure an enriching humanities curriculum, developing disciplinary and substantive knowledge with 

opportunities to cultivate cultural capital, nurturing the inquisitive and critical nature, sense of wonder 
and moral messages of both subjects as studies of humanity in their geographical and historical contexts.

The 
World’s
Oceans

Population 
& 

Urbanisation

Life in the 
Arctic 
Circle

Rivers and 
Hydrology

Year 9 
Ready

7. Why is 
Svalbard 
important for 
biodiversity?

1. What is the 
difference between 
Arctic & Antarctica?

2. Where do people 
live in the Arctic?

4. How do glaciated 
landscaped form?

5. How do food webs shape 
the ecosystems of the Arctic?

9. ICT- How 
do we use GIS 
to track polar 
bears?

10. How is 
Climate 
change 
effecting the 
arctic?

Extreme 
Weather

8. What is life like 
in the polar night?3. What is the cryosphere? What are the 

characteristics of the tundra

1. What is the difference between weather and 
climate and how does Global Atmospheric 
Circulation determine climate patterns? 

2. Is the UK weather 
becoming more extreme?

3. What happened 
during the 
Banbury 2007 
floods?

4. What happened 
during the UK drought 
of 2010?

5. What 
happened during 
Hurricane 
Katrina 2005?

6. How will climate change increase the 
frequency and magnitude of tropical 
storms?

7. How do droughts 
and forest fires occur?

8. What happened during the 
Australia wildfires 2019-2020? 

1. What 
ecosystems 
are found 
in the 
oceans?

2. How is the 
climate linked 
to the ocean 
currents?

3. What are 
coral reefs?

4. Why is the Great 
Barrier Reef so 
important? 

5. How is human 
interaction and 
activity damaging 
the coral reefs?

6. Why are our oceans under 
threat? (Overfishing).

7. What is the 
problem with 
plastics? 
(submergence) 

8. What is the 
Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch?

9. How can we use ICT to 
improve our knowledge 
of plastic pollution? 

10.How can we solve the 
problem with plastics? 

1. Why is the 
World’s 
population 
growing?

2. Why is there uneven 
distribution of the world’s 
population?

3. How are 
countries 
categorized 
on the 
Demographi
c Transition 
Model 
(DTM)?

4. How have 
populations been 
controlled in 
Russia and China?

5. Why are people moving 
from Nigeria to the UK and 
the UK to Canada?

6. Decision making time- how can 
we support a continuously 
growing population?

7. What are the impacts of an aging 
population in Italy? 

8. How is the population changing in the 
UK and High Wycombe/Aylesbury? 

9. What are the push and pull factors 
that are leading Urbanisation? 

10. Where is rapid 
urbanisation
happening around 
the world? 

11. How is rapid 
urbanisation
impacting Delhi, 
India?

12.How are developed cities 
becoming more sustainable? 
(Freiburg).

6. How do indigenous 
populations survive in the 
Arctic? 

1. What is the landscape of the UK? 
(upland, lowland and glaciated).

2. Where does the river 
get its water and how 
does it transport 
sediment? 

3. What are the 
characteristics of the 
Upper course of the river?

4. What are the 
characteristics of the 
Middle course of the 
river?

5. What are the 
characteristics of the 
lower course of the 
river?

6. How are 
rivers shown 
on an OS map?

7. How can we protect 
rivers from erosion and 
flooding?

8. How is the River Thames 
protected from erosion 
and flooding? 



Learning Journey:       Year 9 Geography

Year 
9

Department 
Intent Ensure an enriching humanities curriculum, developing disciplinary and substantive knowledge with 

opportunities to cultivate cultural capital, nurturing the inquisitive and critical nature, sense of wonder 
and moral messages of both subjects as studies of humanity in their geographical and historical contexts.

Coasts

Development 

Tectonics

Asia Vs 
Africa

Fieldwork

GCSE 
Ready

1. What is 
the enquiry 
structure?

3. How do we 
use OS map & 
GIS to identify & 
locate the 
school site?

4. How can we map geology& measure 
height & distance on a map to use in 
this fieldwork investigation?

6. How will we 
collect our data?

5. Enquiry question – How can we 
measure infiltration rates around the 
school site? Why is this important?

1. What is 
tourism?

2. How has 
globalisation increased 
the industry of 
tourism?

4. How is 
tourism helping 
Jamaica  to 
develop?

3. How can we use Butlers 
TALC model to address 
tourism decline?

6. How has 
tourism 
changed in 
Blackpool?

5. What physical 
features& landscapes in 
the UK attract tourist?

8. How can eco 
tourism protect 
the rainforest?

7. What makes 
the Lake District 
a honeypot site?

2. How can 
we collect 
qualitative 
data?

7. How will we present 
our findings on an 
appropriate graph?

8. How do we 
analyze data?

9. How do we draw conclusions 
& evaluate fieldwork?

Tourism

9. How has tourism 
impacted the Cayman 
Islands? 

1. What is a 
coastline and 
how is it shaped 
by water? 
(waves and 
tides). 

2. How are 
rocks 
weathered 
and eroded?

3. How are erosional landforms 
created? (Old Harry Rocks).

4. How does mass 
movement and deposition 
shape the coastline? 

5. How are depositional 
landforms created? 

6. How is the Isle of Wight 
impacted by cliff collapse?

7. How is the coastline being 

managed in Lyme Regis. 

1. Are we wrong 
about the 
world?

2. How can we 
measure development 
using the Human 
Development Index 
(HDI)?

3. How does the 
development of the UK, 
Malawi and India 
compare?

4. Is 
poverty 
destiny? 

5. What is the 
danger of a single 
story? (India).

6. How can 
mobile, 
technological 
and 
communication 
advancements 
help bridge the 
development 
gap?

7. How developed is 
the DRC and how 
can the use of 
natural resources 
support their 
progress?

8. How is the 
Middle East 
developing 
using their 
natural 
resources?

9. Why does 
uneven 
development lead 
to international 
migration?

1. What is the structure of the 
Earth and how has this 
changed over time? 
(Continental drift).

2. What are the 
characteristics of 
our plates and how 
do they move? 

3. What are the effects 
and responses of the 
Haiti 2010 earthquake?

4. What are the secondary 
effects of an earthquake? 
(Indian Ocean tsunami 2004 
and Everest Avalanche 
2015).

5. What are the 
characteristics of 
volcanoes and how 
do they form?

6. What were the 
effects and responses 
of the Eyjafjallajökull
eruption of 2010? 

7. Why do people 
continue to live in 
areas of tectonic 
hazards?

8. How can we 
manage and prevent 
hazards from 
becoming disasters? 

1. Where is 
Nigeria and 
who lives 
there?

2. How do people in 
Nigeria make money?

3.Why is Lagos significant 
to Nigeria?

4. Where is Japan and what are 
the physical characteristics? 

5. Why is Japan’s 
population declining? 

6. How do people make 
money in Japan?

7. Why is Osaka 
significant to Japan?

8. How do Nigeria and 
Japan compare? 



Learning Journey: Year 10 Geography

Year 
10

Department 
Intent Ensure an enriching humanities curriculum, developing disciplinary and substantive knowledge with 

opportunities to cultivate cultural capital, nurturing the inquisitive and critical nature, sense of wonder 
and moral messages of both subjects as studies of humanity in their geographical and historical contexts.

Urban 
Challenges

UK 
Landscapes

Human
Fieldwork

Year 11

Ready

Where are 
Tropical 
Storms

Why and 
how do 
storms form

Prediction, Planning, 
Protection, 
monitoring

Megacities
Hazards Topic 
test

Urban 
Challenges 
test Topic Test

Summer 
PPE

Rio De Janeiro:
- Regional 

importance
- Causes in 

growth
- Opportunities
- Challenges
- Urban 

Planning 
Improvements

Hard 
Engineering

Types and 
features of 
waves

Soft 
Engineering

Fluvial Processes

Site discussion + 
data ideas

Aylesbury 
Investigation intro

Types of 
Hazards

Factors 
affecting 
Hazards

Global 
distribution 
of tectonic 
hazards

Plate tectonics 
theory

Primary and 
secondary 
effects of 
tectonic hazards

Different 
plate 
margins

HIC and LIC 
Case studies

Immediate and 
Longterm responses

Tectonic 
Hazards 
test

General 
Atmospheric 
Circulation

How does climate 
change influence 
storms

Primary and 
Secondary 
effects

Immediate and 
long-term 
Responses

Named tropical 
storm examples

UK 
Weather 
Hazards

Urbanisation

Landforms of 
deposition Features of 

sustainable 
urban living

UK Formation 
Case study

Landforms of 
erosion

Coastal 
process & 
mass 
movement

Long and 
Cross profile 
of the River 
Valley

River Valley 
Case study

Data 
collection

Investigation 
write up

Hazards

Management 
of tectonic 
hazards

UK 
Named 
Examples

Climate 
Change –
Natural or 
manmade Mitigation

Adaptation

Bristol:
- Regional importance
- Causes in growth
- Opportunities
- Challenges
- Urban Planning 

Improvements

Distribution of UK 
population

Location overview 
of UK landscapes

Managed 
Retreat

UK Coastal 
management 
Case Study

Landforms 
of erosion

Landforms of erosion 
and deposition

Landforms of 
deposition

Hard 
Engineering

Soft 
Engineering

Factors affecting 
floods

UK flood
management 
Case Study

Resource 
Management

Provision of 
energy in the UK

Provision of 
water in the 
UK

Gas - a non-
renewable
resource

The global 
distribution of 
resources

Provision of 
food in the UK

Global energy 
supply and 
demand

Impacts of energy 
insecurity

Strategies to 
increase energy 
supply

The 
Chambamontera
micro hydro 
scheme

Sustainable 
energy use



Learning Journey: Year 11 Geography

Year 
11

Department 
Intent Ensure an enriching humanities curriculum, developing disciplinary and substantive knowledge with 

opportunities to cultivate cultural capital, nurturing the inquisitive and critical nature, sense of wonder 
and moral messages of both subjects as studies of humanity in their geographical and historical contexts.

The Living 
World

Fieldwork

Exam

Ready

Reducing the 
gap -

tourism

Exploring 
Nigeria

Managing 
environmental issues

Physical 
characteristics 
of rainforests

PPE x 2 
Papers

Causes of 
deforestation 
in Malaysia

Sustainable manage
ment of tropical 
rainforests

Site discussion + 
data ideas

Rivers
Investigation intro

Our 
unequal 
world

Measuring 
Development

Changing 
Population 
Structure

Demographic 
Transition 
Model

Uneven 
development –
wealth & health

Causes of 
Uneven 
Development

Reducing the 
gap

Uneven 
development -
migration

Living 
world 
topic
test

Reducing the 
gap – Fair 
Trade

Nigeria in 
the wider 
world

Balancing a 
changing 
industrial 
structure

The impacts of 
TNC's

The impacts of 
international 
aid

Quality of 
life in 
Nigeria

UK in the 
wider world

Challenges of 
development 
in hot deserts

Introducing 
global 
ecosystems

Causes of 
desertification 
in hot deserts

Opportunities 
for 
development 
in hot deserts

Physical 
characteristics 
of hot deserts

Data 
collection

Investigation 
write up

Changing 
Economic 

World

Reducing the 
gap – aid & 
intermediate 
technology

Changes in 
the UK 
Economy

Post Industrial 
economy

Environmenta
l impact of 
industry

UK Science 
&business 
parks

Small scale
ecosystems

How does change 
effect ecosystems

Managing tropical 
rainforests

Reducing the 
gap – Debt 
relief

Changing 
rural 
landscape in 
the UK

Changing 
transport 
infrastructure

North South 
divide

Impacts of 
deforestation 
in Malaysia

Pre-Released 
Material

Revision

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3


